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H. The Troubled Years: 1933-1939
Such, in outline, were the immediate causes of
the war. The details of the exchange of diplomatic
correspondence can be read in the British Blue
Book and in the publications of the French and
Polish Governments. Two facts stand out: German
bad faith, and German aggression. These two facts
had become increasingly clear in the European
horizon ever since Hitler attained the German
Chancellorship at the end of January 1933. It is
always dangerous, in the light of an after-knowledge
of events, to deduce a chain, of inevitability from
past to present. The leaders of the democratic
States were not altogether foolish in regarding
Hitler at first as a somewhat doubtful figure;
an adventurer who knew how to exploit his 'nui-
sance value', but who appeared, in these early days,
to be making a great deal of noise over a number
of minor successes, but not always to be speaking
his real mind when he mouthed phrases about war,
or always telling lies when he spoke of peaceful
intentions.
Nevertheless, the six years and a half between
Hitler's accession to power and the outbreak of war
in 1939 will be a warning to future generations
about the difficulties in the way of giving form and
force to the peaceful desires of the majority against
the stark and unscrupulous threats of a minority of
the world's inhabitants. It is not easy to say when
the cause of peace was finally lost. Germany had
already left the Disarmament Conference before
Hitler became Chancellor of the Reich. She had
at ii.o a.m. (British Summer Time).   The French ultimatum
expired at 5,0 p.m.